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Our Mission 

To provide a wide range of 

quality senior care services in 

residential, outpatient and 

community based settings. 

To create a comfortable and 

dignified home for seniors, 

serving all in our care with 

excellence regardless of 

financial resources. 

To serve people of all faiths, 

while maintaining an 

environment supportive of 

Jewish identity and informed by 

Jewish values. 

To act as a valuable senior 

services resource for the entire 

community. 

A beneficiary agency of the  
Jewish Federation and Foundation of Northeast Florida 

 

Front Cover Photo:   
 

Arlene Adelson and Bernice Stone at The Coves.  

Bernice volunteered at the Home for many 

years and now both are actively involved with 

the River Garden Auxiliary. 

If you have a resident story or feedback youõd like 

to share, please let us know.  We also welcome 

opportunities to meet with senior groups in the 

community to discuss our programs & services.  

Please contact Kari Bell.   

kbell@rivergarden.org or 904.288.7855 

2025-2026 Boards and Officers 

River Garden is a beneficiary agency of the Jewish Federation and Foundation of Northeast Florida 

River Garden Senior Services 
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Susan Cohen, Vice President 
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River Garden Hebrew Home 

Randy Kammer, President 
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Morrie Osterer, Vice President, Chair of House 

Rachelle Gottlieb, Secretary 
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Linda Schuster, Fundraising VP 
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Marilyn Mass, Communications Secretary 

Marilyn Garber, Parliamentarian 
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The Coves at River Garden 
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May we see the day when war and bloodshed cease, when a great peace will 
embrace the whole world.  

Then national will not threaten nation, and mankind will not again know war. 

For all who live on earth shall realize we have not come into being to hate or 
to destroy, we have come into being to praise, to labor, and to love. 

Compassionate God, bless the leaders of all nations with the power of 
compassion. 

Fulfill the promise conveyed in Scripture: 

I will bring peace to the land, And you shall lie down and 
no one shall terrify you. 

I will rid the land of vicious beasts and it shall not be 
ravaged by war. 

Let love and justice flow like a mighty stream. 

Let peace fill the earth as the waters fill the sea. 

And let us say:  Amen. 

Prayer for Peace 
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For 80 years, River Garden has been guided by the 
Fifth Commandment which is to òHonor your father 
and your mother, that your days may be long upon 
the land which the LORD your G-d is giving youó.  
It is the only commandment that promises blessings 
for a long and good life in return.  On the surface, 
we may interpret this to mean that honoring our 
parents will literally extend the actual length of our 
lives.  If we look deeper, we understand that 
honoring our parents enriches the years of our lives 
through an ongoing relationship based on respect 
and support.  

River Gardenõs core values of honor and respect for 
the people who have worked to provide and shape 
the lives we are living today are what sets River 
Garden apart from other senior living communities.  
It is why River Garden has been recognized again by 
Newsweek as the #1 nursing home in Florida.  It is 
why leadership has taken the time to reflect on 
opportunities to ensure River Gardenõs future and is 
committed to pursue excellence as we solidify our 
plans for growth. 

We are overjoyed that The Coves independent living 
apartments remains 100% occupied and the River 
Garden Adult Day Program has launched a new 
òdrop inó program which expands our ability to 
serve more clients.  We are proud to continue to be a 
preferred short stay post-acute rehabilitation provider 
in Northeast Florida. 

We are excited for the upcoming 33rd River Garden 
Foundation GalañWelcome to Wonderlandñwhich 

will be held on Saturday, 
November 22, 2025, at the 
Prime Osborn Convention 
Center.  Co-Chairs: Erin 
Rogozinski Weintraub & 
Sandy Zimmerman and their 
Gala Committee are creating 
an evening celebrating the 
wonder of River Garden.  

Please mark your calendar for River Gardenõs 80th 
Anniversary Day on Sunday, March 22, 2026.  We 
look forward to festively marking this incredible 
milestone with you. 

Also ahead is the 30th Annual River Garden Classic 
which supports staff education and will take place at 
Deerwood Country Club on April 27, 2026.  It will 
be chaired by Tom Harris and generously sponsored 
by Hardage-Giddens Funeral Homes and 
Cemeteries.  

In Pirke Avot it is written, òWho is rich? Those who 
rejoice in their own portion.ó  During this season of 
Thanksgiving, let us be grateful for what we have and 
appreciate all that makes our lives rich with meaning 
and purpose. 

I hope you enjoy this seasonõs issue of the River 
Garden News. Our future is bright. 

Inside Line 

By Mauri Witten Mizrahi, Chief Executive Officer 

We all enjoyed hosting the JCA campers for a morning of interactive learning.   Students had the opportunity to visit several work 

areas of our campus, and they heard from many of the staff about the work that we do at River Garden.  As future leaders, we 

hope they will consider a career in healthcare and support top-quality care! 

ôJAX of All Tradesõ 

Rehabilitation Administration Dining Services 
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Nancy Davis 

Director of Jewish Life 

ndavis@rivergarden.org 

 
Our Hebrew month of Elul included opportunities to 

reflect on the past year and work on strategies for the year 
ahead.  Members at The Coves learned about òThe Let 
Them Theoryó with Jewish Life, and tips for being 

mindful with speech with Alina Kentof.   

The Jewish Life Department has been bustling with activity in recent months as we observed all the holy days 
and celebrations that make up the fall holiday season.   As always, River Garden offered a full schedule of 
traditional holiday services for Rosh Hashanah, Kol Nidre, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Shemini Atzeret, and Simchat 
Torah, led with skill and style by Steve Meisel, as well as a Memory Care High Holiday service, in which 
residents can enjoy familiar melodies and shofar blasts in an abbreviated, comfortable version of the customary 
service.   

Our thanks to Hazzan Jesse Holzer for his skillful 
shofar blowing during Elul! Always a treasured 
visitor, Hazzan sounded the familiar blasts from one 
side of campus to the other, ensuring that all who 
were interested had the chance to participate in the 
commandment to hear the shofar.   

We welcomed visiting 
students from Martin J. 

Gottlieb Day School for 
shofar blowing as well. 

×ƼčǠȅǮƛ 
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In addition to her chaplaincy duties, Laura Platzerõs ôTorah with Lauraõ class continues to be popular at both River 
Garden and The Coves.  As we work our way toward Hanukkah, upcoming Jewish Life programs include ôAsk a 
Jewish Personõ at The Coves, in which members are invited to ask any question about Israel or any Jewish topic in a 
judgment-free zone, ôJewish Wheel of Fortuneõ, book reviews, movies nights and much more!   
 
As always, if  you have any questions or suggestions for the Jewish Life Department, please reach out at 
ndavis@rivergarden.org, or at 904.260.1818 ext. 8928.  

We were excited to welcome Martin J. Gottlieb Middle Schoolers 
back to campus in recent months. Their lovely annual tradition of 
baking and delivering honey cakes to members at The Coves and 

residents in the home continued this year, and we thank them (and 
their drivers!) for bringing this sweet treat to our campus.  

 
River Garden residents enjoyed Jewish Lifeõs yummy Apple Spice 
Cake in celebration of the holidays, and resident Ginette Mizrahi 

partnered with us on a Rosh Hashanah Traditions Around the 
World program.  We made and sampled foods from both Sephardi 

and Mizrahi culture that have new year symbolism beyond apples 
and honey! 

Our guest speaker for this yearõs annual Sukkot Lunch & Learn was 
Rabbi Merrill Shapiro, who offered a fascinating discussion about 

the types of guests we would like to see in our Sukkah.  With more 
than 30 guests in attendance, the conversation was lively and 

engaging!   
 

Also during Sukkot, residents enjoyed fruit smoothies in the 
Sukkah as they learned about the symbolism of the four species of 

the lulav and etrog and the proper way to shake the lulav.   

mailto:ndavis@rivergarden.org
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" >ƼſɉǈɖƼſŪ >ȅǮǮɺǸǈɩʘ "ɖɖſɩ 

We are actively collecting River Garden stories that span the decades.  Anyone with photos or anecdotes to share, please contact  

Kari Bell, Nancy Davis or Esther Yegelwel. 

kbell@rivergarden.org | ndavis@rivergarden.org | eyegelwel@rivergarden.org 

For 80 yearsñfrom our founding by the Ladies Hebrew Sheltering Aid Society to todayñ
River Garden has grown, rooted in purpose, guided by those who came before us.  
Generations of community members have connected as residents, board members, volunteers 
and staff, all united by our enduring mission. 

This dedication and support has shaped who we are today.  Thank you! 

As we honor our past, we look boldly toward the future, united by a shared vision and an 
unwavering commitment to serve. 
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DſǠǈʐſɉǈǸƫ č aɺǠǠ >ǈɉŉǠſ ȅƝ >čɉſ 
Itõs always an honor to care for our 
community ñ and thereõs something 
especially meaningful when we have the 
privilege of serving former employees who 
once gave so much of themselves to others 
who called River Garden ôhomeõ. 

Whether they worked in patient care, 
administration or support services, these 
individuals helped shape our Home.   

We are happy to meet their needs at this time 
ñ just as they were once meeting the needs 
of others. 

For Ginette ôGigiõ Mizrahi, River Gardenõs 80th anniversary is more than just a 
milestoneñitõs a celebration of people, purpose and the values that have shaped her 
life. 

Gigiõs six-decade (and counting!) River Garden journey began as a junior volunteer 
while attending the University of Florida.  Her commitment was clear from the 
beginning - one remarkable year, she donated over 4,000 volunteer hours - with River 
Garden eventually asking her to join the Life Enrichment team, a position which she 
accepted and held for six-and-a-half years. 

Regardless of her title, Gigi spent much of her time in the memory care unit, helping 
residents in the dining room and forming close bonds.  She stated, òThatõs where I 
learned to love without reservation.ó 

Now a resident herself, Gigi continues to feel connected to the people and mission of River Garden. 
òBingo is like a religion with the elderly,ó she says with a laugh, òand it hasnõt changed at all in 80 
years.ó  

She believes what sets River Garden apart is the strong sense of community and the expectations 
placed on staff to truly care. òThe reason River Garden is still first-rate after 80 years is because of 
what we expect from our staff and how we function as an interconnected community,ó she explains. 

Gigi often reflects on River Gardenõs roots as the Ladies Hebrew Sheltering Aid Society, now known 
as the River Garden Auxiliary, and their goal to create a place where community members would feel 
good about bringing their own parent.  She feels that vision and our founding principle to òHonor 
Thy Father and Thy Motheró continues to guide the organization today. 

Her dedication has even inspired the next generation, as one of her daughters now serves as a 
director at a senior care home in Philadelphia. 

Still, after decades of service, Gigi finds joy in simple connections. òI love being around people, just 
like I did when I first started volunteering all those years ago,ó she says. 

Gigi & Charles Mizrahi 

Allan Kaufman recently visited for 

rehabilitation.  He had been an 

associate administrator at River 

Garden on Stockton Street. 

Yevgeniya  Broytman is now a long-term 

resident at River Garden.  Considering her 

River Garden experience, she has adapted 

beautifully, finding it easy to talk with staff,  

residents and visitors.  Daily, she  finds great 

joy in tending to our indoor gardens.  
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River Garden has been in my life for 
almost as long as I can remember. 

My grandfather, Jack Proctor, lived at 
River Garden in the 70s.  Things were a 
bit different then.  He had his car and he 
continued running his dry goods 
business out of one of the linen closets 
in River Garden.  There was a pool table 
near my grandfatherõs room and my 
brother and I loved trying to play pool, 
basically rolling balls all around into the 
pockets. 

During that time, I was a candy striper 
and volunteered during the summer 
helping out in any way that I was 
needed. I took residents to activities, 
learning  all the songs from the 1920s 
and 30s.  It really was a fun non-paying 
job!  There was a lunchroom back then 
as well and every day I worked there, I 
got the same tuna sandwich on rye with 
lettuce and tomato.  The tuna sandwich 
was great then and itõs still good today! 

One of my grandmothers was in River 
Garden and she made the transition 
from Stockton Street over to the campus 
we have now in Mandarin.  My mother 
was very active in the Auxiliary, and we brought my two boys over 
all the time to visit with my grandmother.  Both boys knew that we 
needed to take a Dr Pepper over to Grandma Anna every day. 

I had other relatives receive care here as well. My mother made 
sure that I was an Auxiliary Life Member many years ago and I am 
forever grateful. 

After I was married and had children, we were on a Shabbat team 
and regularly came to services in the chapel.  The boys loved 
getting together with their other friends and help lead the service.  
And of course, the best part was staying for lunch after. 

River Garden was here for both of my parents and I have my 
sister, Donna Hethington, living here currently.  I have the greatest 
peace of mind knowing where she is and how well she is being 
taking care of. 

I am currently on the River Garden board and that has been and 
continues to be one of the greatest honors of my involvement with 
the Home. 

DſŉčŪſɖ ȅƝ JʗŉſǠǠſǸŉſ 

Excerpt from the River Garden Magazine, October 1971 

Cindy Demri with her sister, Donna Hethington,  at an Auxiliary 

luncheon earlier this year. 
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Sharon Talpalar learned to drive on the way to River 
Garden.  Her grandmother, Chana, was a resident at 
River Garden in the early 1970s. 

òMy grandparents lived on Perry Street in Springfield 
and walked to the synagogue together for Shabbos 
and all the holidays. My grandfather, Max Talpalar, 
passed away January 14, 1972.  After that, my 
grandmother wanted to move to River Garden 
because she knew what a caring and loving 
atmosphere it was. It was safe, and she could continue 
to go to services and observe all the holidays. She was 
a long-term resident on the first floor and truly loved 
being there. She lived there until she passed away on 
January 7, 1992. 

I remember my dad telling me years later that, ôYou 
know she wanted to be there. She wanted to have kosher food, 
be able to walk familiar neighborhoods and go to services.  It 
was a great place and she loved it there.õ  I think she was 72 
when she moved in. 

òI was a child, so I did not volunteer at the Home on 
Stockton Street, but I remember being there for 
birthday parties.  I can remember occasions when we 
would pick her up and take her to our house, but she 
was so content at River Garden.  It was truly her 
home and, even when she was with us, she was always 

ready to go back home.  It was comforting to know 
how much she liked it there. 

òYears later, in March of 2020, my Dad, Benu 
Talpalar, came to live at the ônewõ River Garden in 
Mandarin.  That was a rough time.  It was the 
beginning of the pandemic and he had been in the 
hospital.  He needed to be at River Garden because of 
the care.  He was not an active ôhobby guyõ, but a 
kind, fun man.  He liked to have a good time, and it 
was nice to know he was content and encouraged to 
stay engaged.   

òEverybody loved him.  River Garden was a caring 
atmosphere.  If he ever was bored, he would set his 
wheelchair in the hallway and just watch people and 
talk to them when they came by.  I enjoyed visiting 
every day. 

òRiver Garden is a valuable community service; I 
hope people always appreciate it.  Throughout the 
years, I have had two grandmothers and my dad there; 
River Garden was there for us.  Those are good 
memories - when you know you are part of a 
supportive community.  You want your parent to be 
safe and taken care of.  It's something that will never 
be forgotten.ó 

As featured in the Jacksonville Journal (1979), Chana 

Talpalar in the River Garden Hebrew Home for 

production of ôSophie Levine in Miami.õ  She was a 

member of the thespian group who entertained at the 

Home, including performing for attendees at linen 

showers and more. 

aɉȅǮ bſǸſɉčɩǈȅǸ ɩȅ bſǸſɉčɩǈȅǸ 

Joan and Benu Talpalar.  For many years, Pierre-

Brooks Beauty and Barber Supply Co., the Talpalarõs 

family business run by Benu & his children, provided 

supplies for the River Garden beauty shop.  

Sharon Talpalar (R), with her dad and 

sister, Elyse (L), at a River Garden 

Passover Seder. 
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Excitement is building as we get closer to one of the most anticipated nights of the year! The 33rd River 

Garden Foundation Gala ð Welcome to Wonderland ð will take place on Saturday, November 22, 2025, at 

the Prime Osborn Convention Center.  More than just a night of celebration, the Gala plays a vital role in 

supporting River Gardenõs mission to provide exceptional care to 

seniorsñensuring that every resident receives the dignity, comfort, and 

support they deserve, regardless of financial means.  
 

The leadership and creativity of our Gala Co-Chairs, Erin Rogozinski 

Weintraub and Sandy Zimmerman, are essential to the eventõs success, 

and we are deeply grateful for their dedication and enthusiasm. Step 

ôthrough the looking glassõ to get to know Erin & Sandy and their vision 

for this yearõs Gala. 

What makes River Garden meaningful to you and 
your family?  
 

Erin: I love what River Garden brings to our 
community. I was able to personally see their care while 
both my grandmother and great aunt resided at River 
Garden and were so well cared for.  
 

Sandy: My connection to River Garden runs deep. Three 
of my grandparents received care from River Garden and 
my dad is a current member of The Coves.  
 
What inspired you to take on the role of Gala co-
chair?  
 

Erin: I have been attending the Gala since 2007. That 
was the first one my mother, Jeanine, chaired, and Iõve 
tried not to miss one since. Watching my mother chair/
co-chair five Galas, I was ready to give it a try and 
couldnõt have asked for a better co-chair than Sandy.  
 

Sandy: My Gala co-chair, Erin Rogozinski, inspired me. 
Erinõs enthusiasm and fresh ideas were all I needed to say 
yes. 
 
What are you most excited about for the Gala? 
 

Erin: I love the idea of approximately 500 guests, from 
the corporate and private sector, attending in formal 
attire, dining and dancing for a great cause. Thereõs a 
unique theme every year.  
 

Sandy: I am excited to see all our hard work come 

together for an amazing celebration honoring the #1 
nursing home in the state of Florida. 
 
What makes River Garden feel like a òWonderlandó? 
 

Erin: The residents and staff are always happy. From the 
moment you walk in, you just feel at home. Now thatõs a 
great place to live! 
 

Sandy: River Garden is an incredible asset for our 
community. I will always be grateful to River Garden for 
the care and love they have shown my family and so 
many others. 
 
Why should people join us for this yearõs Gala?  
 

Erin: The money we raise really makes a difference. 
Everyone should be able to benefit from River Garden 
whether they can personally afford it or require Medicaid. 
What a wonderful charity! The most important 
commandment is the 5th, òhonor your father and 
motheró and this is the best way to do that. The night 
will be one to remember!  
 

Sandy: This yearõs Gala is going to be spectacular. The 
new venue, the theme and all the planning that has gone 
into it is sure to make it the best Gala yet. 

If you havenõt yet made your reservation, now is the 

perfect time! Donõt miss your chance to be part of this 

memorable evening. 
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Charitable Giving in 2026: What the New Tax Rules Mean for You 

Christina Levine, CFRE 

Chief Development Officer 

clevine@rivergarden.org 

Starting in 2026, changes to federal tax law will 
reshape the way charitable contributions are 
counted.  From new deductions for non-itemizers 
to updated limits for larger gifts, these adjustments 
may influence how you choose to support the 
causes you care about.  Now is a great time to learn 
whatõs ahead so your giving continues to have the 
greatest impact at River Garden and beyond.  

What It Means for You 

¶ Small gifts may now offer a tax benefit. 

¶ òBunchingó gifts into one year could maximize 
deductions. 

¶ Planning ahead ensures you make the most of 
your generosity. 

Your support of River Garden keeps our mission 
thrivingñtoday and for the future. 

The Highlights  

¶ Non-itemizers: Deduct up to $1,000 (single) or 
$2,000 (couples). 

¶ Itemizers: Only gifts above 0.5% of adjusted 
gross income count (1% for corporations). 

¶ Seniors: An additional $6,000 deduction for 
seniors 65 or older on top of the standard or 
itemized deductions. 

¶ High earners: Taxpayers in the top income 
bracket will see their charitable deduction rate 
reduced slightly, from 37% down to 35%. 

¶ Cash gifts: Deductible up to 60% of adjusted 
gross income has been made permanent. 

¶ Estate planning: Higher exemptions levels for 
estate and gift taxes have also been made 
permanent. 

Employee Holiday Fund 

As the holidays draw near, we are reminded of the extraordinary community 
that defines River Garden Senior Services.  At the heart of this community are 
our dedicated employees, who give so much of themselves each day to provide 
exceptional care, comfort, and support to our residents. 

The Employee Holiday Fund is a meaningful way to show appreciation for 
their commitment.  With your gift, you help ensure our team feels recognized 
and valued during the holiday season. 

To contribute, please visit www.rivergarden.org/foundation or mail your gift to 
River Garden Foundation, 11401 Old St. Augustine Road, Jacksonville, FL 
32258.  Every donation directly benefits our staff, bringing joy to those who 
make River Garden feel like home. 

The staff Merit Gram form is now 

available on our website, if you 

would like to send a personal 

note acknowledging someoneõs 

exceptional work. 

http://www.rivergarden.org/foundation
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On Wednesday, August 13, staff and 
residents gathered for the annual 
tradition of the River Garden Mad 
Hatter Tea Party.  There was a total of 
13 tables creatively decorated by various 
departments with themes such as 
Lemonade Stand, Wizard of Oz, 
Camping, 80th Anniversary, and Beach/
Sandcastle.  Considering the ôWelcome 
to Wonderlandõ theme of our upcoming 
Gala, co-chair Erin Rogozinski 
Weintraub dropped in to show her 
support.  

Our luau brought the fun of the beach and sun right inside our Home, 
transforming the day into a tropical celebration!  Residents enjoyed 
festive music, colorful leis, refreshing mocktails and an island-inspired 
lunch.  The décor featured palm trees, beach balls and vibrant flowers, 
creating a joyful, vacation-like atmosphere.  The day was a beautiful 
reminder that summertime fun can bloom anywhere and anytimeñ
especially when shared with friends and a little imagination!  

Music continues to be a favorite Life 
Enrichment activity for all our residents, 
bringing joy, connection, and memories 
to life.  Whether it's live performances, 
sing-alongs, or simply listening to favorite 
tunes, music uplifts spirits and creates 
moments of shared happiness across 
generations and backgrounds.  
Thank you to all of the groups and 
performers who have recently added this 
spark to our monthly calendars: 

¶ Steve Chapman, sing-along leader 
¶ ôSeedõ, folk musician 
¶ Bernie Katzman, ôSingoõ star 
¶ Beverly, violinist 
¶ ôBusterõ, birthday party entertainer 
¶ Ron Davis, country artist 
¶ Jacksonville Symphony (pictured) 
¶ Jacksonville Childrenõs Chorus 

(pictured) 

Life Enrichment 

Grandparentõs Day 

Sunday, September 7, 2025 
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Our Adult Day Program (ADP) specializes in helping seniors who have cognitive impairment.  This 
program is also a wise choice for caregivers who need time to manage their own activities or work.  We 
accommodate schedules with 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 days per week, up to 8 hours per day; costs for the ADP are 
often less than private duty care in a personal home. 
 

In September, we also began offering a new option for the ADP called ôdrop-inõ for pre-registered 
clients.  This might be helpful for caregivers who just need a day here-and-there, for appointments, etc.  
Families are encouraged to complete the pre-registration anytime, so that if a situation presents, they can 
have coverage.  
 

Here are details about the ôdrop-inõ program: 
¶ Hours 9:00AM ð 5:00PM 
¶ Four (4) Hour Minimum - $80 
¶ $20/hour for any amount of time over four (4) hours 
¶ Clients must be ôregisteredõ, but do not have to schedule regular 

attendance.  
¶ To reserve a day, families call in advance, no later than 3:00PM 

on the business day prior to attending, or on a Friday for service 
on Monday. 

¶ Reservations are on a first-come, first-served basis.  
¶ Payment is made on the day of service, upon drop-off. 
 

To learn more, contact Erica Hickey at 904.288.7858 or visit 
www.rivergarden.org. 

The Adult Day Program (ADP) hosted an Ice Cream Social on September 14.  Thank you to the volunteers who helped us!  Current memory care residents, 

ADP clients and new families from the community are invited to attend.  Our next social event will be on January 11 at 1:30PM. 

Navigating the network of services for older adults can feel overwhelming.  At River 

Garden, we strive to be a trusted resource and provider during times of need. 

We were honored to serve as both sponsor and speaker for WJCTõs Caregiving Series, 

where we had the pleasure of meeting hundreds of compassionate, dedicated 

individuals.  Many have already connected with us by attending a support group or 

participating in an educational event at River Garden ñ and we look forward to 

welcoming even more into our community. 

Adult Day Program 
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We are beyond honored that River Garden is consistently 
named 
the #1 Nursing Home in Florida! This incredible recognition 
reflects what our community already knows to be true: River 
Garden is more than just a place for care ñ itõs a place of 
connection, purpose and heart. 
 

What Does It Take To Be #1? 

Nursing homes are evaluated on state and federal standards, 
and River Garden stands out in every category.   

Key measures include: 

¶ Quality of care and safety 

¶ Nurse staffing and clinical expertise 

¶ Health inspection outcomes 

¶ Resident and family satisfaction 
 

It All Starts with the People 

What truly makes River Garden exceptional is our people. 
From the dedicated staff and caring volunteers to our engaged 
Board members and loving families, everyone on our campus 
embraces our mission of honoring our fathers and mothers. 

Weõve cared for multiple generations of families, and for those 
who experienced our community, it truly becomes a lasting part 
of their hearts. 
 

Excellence in Every Touchpoint of Care 

Our award-winning care is rooted in our commitment to 
excellence and person-centered care. 

We offer: 

¶ An uplifting, supportive environment with quality programs 
that enhance the quality of life for everyone on campus 

¶ Strong community partnerships and support 

¶ A wellness-minded approach, focusing on six dimensions of 
wellness: physical, emotional, spiritual, intellectual, 
purposeful and social 

 

To everyone who is a part of the River Garden family ñ thank you. 

Our awards are shared, they are yours.  They are for every staff 
member, every volunteer, every nurse, every family member 
who trusts us, and every resident who shares their life with us.  

We are proud, we are grateful, and we are just getting started. 

River Garden Named #1  

A Recognition of Heart, Excellence and Vision 
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Celebrating Our Centenarians 

We have nine (wow!) amazing centenarians living on the River Garden campus: Ritabelle Shore, Celia Bialik, 
Della Margoles, Marie Eisenberg, Jeannette Greenwald, Katherine Pendergras, Bess Saliman, Sam Newey and 
Mary Bittner.  We admire and celebrate them as remarkable individuals whose lives inspire generations. 

At River Garden, resident safety is always our 
top priority, and in September ñ recognized 
nationally as Fall Prevention Awareness Month 
ñ we kicked off a Fall Prevention Campaign 
that reaches beyond the clinical team, recognizing 
that fall prevention is everyoneõs responsibility 
ñ from nursing staff and therapists to 
housekeeping, activities, dining services, volunteers 
and even visitors. 

We believe it requires a shared focus to make 
River Garden the safest, most supportive 
environment for all. 

Falls are one of the leading causes of injury 
among older adults, and even a minor fall can 
significantly impact a residentõs independence and 

quality of life. While our clinical team continuously 
monitors risk factors and adjusts care plans 
accordingly, we know that an effective fall 
prevention strategy takes a team effort. 

To launch our campaign, we hosted a Fall 
Prevention Awareness Week full of interactive 
education, hands-on demonstrations and engaging 
activities designed to reinforce safe practices 
throughout our campus. 

Our Fall Prevention Campaign will be an 
ongoing, campus-wide effort to keep awareness 
high and injuries low.  Weõll continue tracking 
progress, because at River Garden, safety isnõt just 
a checklist ñ itõs a commitment we renew every 
day, together. 

Commitment to Safety 

Pictured (L-R): Sam Newey, Bess Saliman with daughter, Robin Morris, and Celia Bialik and Ritabelle Shore. 



16 rivergarden.org 

Thank you to the youth from Camp Gan Izzy at Chabad Mandarin for 

an afternoon of Challah bread braiding and baking. The room was 

filled with warmth ð not just from the ovens ð but from the shared 

stories, careful hands and laughter as dough was twisted into 

beautiful loaves. The smells were heavenly and the experience truly 

unforgettable.  

Members pictured: Margaret Moody (R) with her grand niece 

The Coves is nothing short of spectacularð where the spirit of fun and friendship bring everyone together. 

We also enjoyed a lavish luau celebration ð grass skirts were swaying, 

island music filled the air, and the tropical vibes had us all saying 

òmahaloó for great friends and even greater memories. The leis were 

bright, the punch was fruity, and the smiles were absolutely 

contagious!  

Members pictured (L-R) Randee Richman & Pat Rosenthal, Ellen Leiman 

Everyone loves Casino Night! 

Members pictured (L-R): Charles Mizrahi, Debby Katz, Bunny Witten 


