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Published by River Garden Senior Services 

11401 Old St. Augustine Road  

Jacksonville, Florida 32258 

(904) 260-1818 

www.rivergarden.org 

Our Mission 

To provide a wide range of 

quality senior care services in 

residential, outpatient and 

community based settings. 

To create a comfortable and 

dignified home for seniors, 

serving all in our care with 

excellence regardless of 

financial resources. 

To serve people of all faiths, 

while maintaining an 

environment supportive of 

Jewish identity and informed by 

Jewish values. 

To act as a valuable senior 

services resource for the entire 

community. 

A beneficiary agency of the  
Jewish Federation and Foundation of Northeast Florida 

 

Front Cover Photo:   
Barbara Demico (L) and 
Maria Gomez-Nino (R) 
have become good friends 
in our Adult Day Program 
(ADP). 
 

Maria has worked in ADP 
for seventeen (17) years. 
 

ADP provides a safe and 
secure environment for up 
to 24 clients each day, and 
provides much-needed 
caregiver respite. 
 

If youõd like more 
information about ADP, 
please call (904) 288-7858.

If you have a resident story or feedback youõd like 

to share, please let us know.  We also welcome 

opportunities to meet with senior groups in the 

community to discuss our programs & services.  

Please contact Kari Bell.   

kbell@rivergarden.org or (904) 288-7855 

2024-2025 Boards and Officers 

River Garden is a beneficiary agency of the Jewish Federation and Foundation of Northeast Florida 

River Garden Senior Services 

Janis Fleet, President 

Susan Cohen, Vice President 

Sandy Zimmerman, Vice President 

Marsha Pollock, Secretary 

Ed Grenadier, Treasurer 

 

River Garden Hebrew Home 

Randy Kammer, President 

Debby Kaye, Vice President, Chair of Admissions 

Bruce Horovitz, Vice President, Co-Chair of Admissions 

Michael Paul, Vice President, Co-Chair of Admissions 

Morrie Osterer, Vice President, Chair of House 

Rachelle Gottlieb, Secretary 

Cindy Demri, Treasurer 

 

River Garden Auxiliary Officers 

Ellen Rubens, President 

Carol DõOnofrio, President Elect and Membership VP 

Michelle Steinfeld, Fundraising VP 

Shirley Bielski, Recording Secretary 

Renee Weinstein, Social Secretary  

Nancy Mizrahi, Treasurer 

River Garden Foundation 

Ken Jacobs, President 

Adam Frisch, Vice President 

Tom Harris, Vice President 

Jennifer Plotkin, Vice President 

Andrea Mail, Secretary 

Shari Shuman, Treasurer 

Sandy Zimmerman, Chairperson 

 

The Coves at River Garden 

Michael Price, President 

Malcolm Bloom, Vice President 

Shirley Bielski, Vice President 

Susan Cohen, Secretary 

Judy Paul, Treasurer 

  

  

Sheldon Gendzier, a man who helped 
shape River Garden for more than six 
decades, passed away peacefully in 
December 2024 at the age of 96.  Sheldon 
will forever hold the status as a Honorary 
Trustee of River Garden, continuing his 
family legacy.   
 

His father, Harry Gendzier, was an original 
founder of the River Garden Hebrew 
Home for the Aged in 1946.  Harry, 
Sheldon and Sheldonõs father-in-law, Sam 
Thier, all served as presidents of River 
Garden. 

Forever A Blessing 

Pictured from his 95
th
 birthday 

celebration at River Garden, Sheldon 

(far right) and some of his family pose 

in front of a River Garden photo from 

1947 in which his father is featured.   

That makes five generations! 
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River Garden Senior Services is starting off the year 

strong as the #1 rated nursing home in Florida, with 

100% occupancy at The Coves senior living 

apartments, and a growing Adult Day Program and 

Outpatient Therapy Program. 

òA Mosaic Masterpieceó ñthe theme of the 2024 

River Garden Foundation Galañhighlighted the 

many individuals who contribute to River Gardenõs 

success.  Evan Yegelwel was honored for his 

leadership, vision and service as the first River 

Garden Foundation president.  We are proud to 

share that the Gala raised $248,486 thanks to our 

generous sponsors and committee.  The Foundation 

had an incredible year of philanthropic support in 

2024, and we look forward to sharing the highlights 

in our upcoming Annual Report. 

The River Garden Senior Services board and staff 

leadership has completed a revised strategic plan 

designed to assure our sustainability, while allowing 

us to grow and enhance our 40-acre campus as the 

best senior living community and as an arena of 

Jewish life.  We look forward to sharing our plans 

with the community in the upcoming months. 

 

 

We are proud to share that 

on February 6, 2025, The 

Coves at River Garden 

celebrated its 30th 

anniversary.  The Coves 

continues to serve our 

community with elegant, yet 

affordable senior housing. 

In March, we will be welcoming Baptist Heath 

physician, Dr. Francisco Martinez-Wittinghan as our 

Medical Director and attending physician.  

Mark your calendars and plan to attend River 

Gardenõs 79th Anniversary Day and annual meeting 

on March 23, 2025.  Chairperson of the day is 

Hebrew Home Board member, Faye Mizrahi. 

Excitement is also building for the River Garden 

Foundation 29th River Garden Classic chaired by 

Tom Harris and sponsored by Hardage-Giddens.   

I hope to see you at Deerwood Country Club on 

April 28, 2025. 

In 2025, we hope you will join us in continuing to 

honor River Gardenõs legacy as we continue to create 

a future for generations to come.   

I hope you enjoy this seasonõs issue of the River 

Garden News.  Our future is bright. 

Inside Line 

By Mauri Witten Mizrahi, Chief Executive Officer 

We continue to pray for healing and strength for our Israeli brothers and sisters.  We mourn the young, the old, men, women, and children 

who have lost their lives.  We pray that those who remain in captivity will be returned safely to their families.  We are grateful for 

everyoneñincluding those beyond the Jewish communityñwho have stood at Israelõs side in its great moment of need. 

May God protect the land of Israel and bless its people with peace. 

Prayer for Israel 

Mauri Mizrahi (R) welcomes Dr. Francisco Martinez-Wittinghan (L), as the new medical director at River Garden 

beginning March 2025.  Dr. Martinez-Wittinghan brings a well-rounded background to his work, with a Ph.D. from 

Stony Brook University, an M.D. from Universidad Del Rosario and a M.S. in Clinical Informatics from Johns Hopkins. 

Dear Friends, 

Welcome to 2025!  
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Nancy Davis 

Director of Jewish Life 

ndavis@rivergarden.org 

The Jewish Life Department has been bustling with activity in recent weeks!  We celebrated all the sights, sounds, 

and tastes of the Hanukkah season with help from the whole campus. 

First we made delicious homemade donuts ð sufganiyot in Hebrew ð including a homemade chocolate dipping sauce.  

Not to be outdone, our CEO and COO, Mauri Mizrahi and Bobbie Jo Mentz, fried up their annual batch of potato 

latkes for everyone across our campus.  Not a crumb was left over!  Thank you to our dining services teams at River 

Garden and The Coves for their help in shredding pounds and pounds of potatoes! 

Thanks to youth groups from The Jacksonville Jewish Center and Chabad St.  Johns for collaborating on our annual 

Ugly Hanukkah Sweater Party.  We took advantage of the beautiful weather to celebrate on our lakeside patio with a 

retelling of the Hanukkah story, games, delicious treats and prizes.  A great time was had by all!  

We loved working with our Life Enrichment team to pull out all the stops for a fun and festive Hanukkah party for 

the whole house.  Bernie Katzman, wife Mindy and son Josh were on hand for our campus-wide Hanukkah party 

and brought down the house with traditional Hanukkah songs and selections from Fiddler on the Roof.  We served 

sufganiyot to all in attendance and delivered dozens of the sweet holiday treat to every department on campus.  

Thank you to the River Garden Auxiliary for generously covering the cost of this holiday tradition!  In addition to 

the musical show, residents enjoyed cookie decorating, playing dreidel games and painting ceramics. 

Our Hanukkah season would not be complete without a visit from our little friends from The Laurie School at The 

Jacksonville Jewish Center, who performed a Hanukkah show with gusto, bringing so many smiles to our residents 

and members of The Coves.   

We extend our heartfelt thanks to the many guests from the community who helped us light the house menorah 

throughout the holiday, including Chabad Mandarin, Etz Chaim, the Jacksonville Jewish Center, Jeff and Robin 

Morris and family, the JCA, and Benjay Kempner and Rich Davis.  Each of you brought meaning and joy to our 

Home! 

TO LIFE!  

ôTorah with Lauraõ continues to meet every Friday, alternating 

between River Garden and The Coves.  Led by our Jewish Life 

Coordinator, Laura Platzer, attendance is always high! 

Last but not least, mazel tov to our service leader, Steve Meisel, 

on receiving the Jacksonville Jewish Centerõs Minyannaire of the 

Year award.  In addition to his commitment to River Garden, 

Steve often leads daily prayer services at his home synagogue.  

His dedication to River Garden and the entire Jewish community 

is unmatched, and we are so excited that he received this 

recognition. 
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The 32nd River Garden Foundation Gala took place on November 
16, 2024, at the Sawgrass Marriott Golf Resort & Spa.  It was a 
night to remember, bringing together supporters, community 
leaders, and friends to celebrate the extraordinary work of River 
Garden.  The Galaõs theme, A Mosaic Masterpiece, highlighted 
the rich tapestry of people, moments, and memories that have 
shaped River Garden into the exceptional Home it is today.   
 

A special highlight of the evening was the recognition of our 
honoree, Evan Yegelwel, the founding president of the River 
Garden Foundation.  Evanõs visionary leadership and commitment 
to philanthropy have profoundly shaped our organizationõs growth 
and secured its future.  Adding to the eveningõs special ambiance, 
Sheri Samuels, Executive Assistant at River Garden, showcased her 
incredible talent with a heartfelt and beautiful musical performance. 
 

Thanks to the efforts of the Gala Committee and the incredible 
generosity of our sponsors, we raised $248,486.  These funds will 
go directly toward supporting the exceptional care and innovative 
programs that benefit all seniors we serve, regardless of financial 
resources. 
 

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to everyone who attended and 
supported this yearõs Gala.  Your 
commitment ensures that River Garden 
remains a beacon of compassion and 
excellence for years to come. 

Check our website for details about the 33rd River Garden Foundation Gala  
www.rivergarden.org  

FOUNDATION  GALA 

Scan the QR code to see the Gala introductory video. 


